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Corruption, an ancient practice which is as old as mankind, can be traced back to 
pre-biblical times and made itself known in the ancient civilization of developed 
and developing countries. It hampers development and thus raises the level of 
poverty in any economy that finds itself entrenched in corrupt practices contrary 
to the sustainable development goals particularly goals 2, 9 and 16 . Corruption 
creates uncertainty and risk in the growth and economic development and 
sustainability in Nigeria. The aim of this is to investigate the impact of corruption 
on economic development and sustainability in Nigeria. It elucidates the nature 
and effects of corruption and highlights the linkages between corruption and 
economic development in Nigeria. This research adopted a doctrinal methodology 
focusing on the location and analysis of primary and secondary instruments to 
establish the endemic nature of corruption and how it has retarded the speedy 
growth and development that would have been witnessed in Nigeria since her 
independence from her former colonial master. The research finds that corruption 
permeates all sectors and institutions both public and private in Nigeria and has 
significantly hindered and serves as anathema to her economic development and 
growth. This research concludes that corruption contributes immensely to many 
challenges being faced by the country ranging from weak and ineffective legal and 
regulatory institutional mechanisms, de-industrialization, compounded poverty, 
unemployment, human and food insecurity leading to various protests such as 
ENDBADGOVERNANCE and ENDSARS protests respectively. This research 
recommended very strong preventive, punitive and inter-agency cooperative 
measures to combat corruption in Nigeria. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Corruption is neither new nor confined to any particular part of 
the world. Corruption is a symptom of the weakness of political, social, 
legal and economic systems. Bribery1, favouritism2, nepotism3 and so on, 
are often regarded as parameters or features of corruption, which is a 
global phenomenon.4The magnitude of corruption has been increasing 
over the years and this has led to retarded growth and development in 
Nigeria.5  

The concern for achieving and sustaining high level of economic 
development is usually a top priority for governments all over the world, 
which is summarily contained in the sustainable development goals 
(SDGs) put together by the United Nations Hence, when economic 
development is planned and financed, what usually determines the success 
rate is the extent to which the resources earmarked for projects are 
judiciously and accountable used to meet predetermined goals.6 The 
adverse or negative effects of corruption on a nation’s economy are 
damaging. A nation inundated with corruption cannot be viable 
economically; neither can the system generate enough support or affection 
required for the survival of democratic system. This is a situation in 
Nigeria where corruption has become part and parcel of the political 
culture. Corruption has indeed robbed Nigerians the benefit of economic 
development because it scares available resources that should have been 
deployed to execute development projects have gone into private foreign 

 
1 This includes kickbacks and pay offs, etcetera. 
2 This is a mechanism of power abuse implying a highly biased distribution of state resources. 
3 This is a special kind of favouritism, in which a public office holder prefers his or her kinfolk 
and family members.  
   It occurs where there is an unlawful exemption from the application of certain laws or 
regulations or undue preference given in the allocation of scare resources. 
4 FB Okeshola, ‘Corruption as Impediment to Implementation of Anti-Money Laundering 
Standards in Nigeria’available at www.aijcrnet.com/journals/vol_2_No_7 accessed 28 
November 2024.  
5Transparency International, a global coalition against corruption, has ranked Nigeria as the 
36th most corrupt country in the world. Available at https://punchng.com accessed 11 
February 2025. 
6 ibid, 

http://www.aijcrnet.com/journals/vol_2_No_7
https://punchng.com/
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accounts7. This runs contrary to the well intentioned of the sustainable 
development goals particularly goals 28, 99 and 1610 aimed to achieve 
economic sustainability by the year 2023 as no country can achieve social 
development without resilient infrastructure and transparent decision-
making, which substantially affect the well-being of her citizenry.11. 
Corruption is widespread in Nigeria, not because the people are different 
from other parts of the world, but because there are several factors that 
make corruption thrive in Nigeria than any other countries of the world12. 
There are many reasons why this is so. The motivation to earn income 
from among the populace is restively stronger; exacerbated by poverty, 
unemployment and low wages. In many developing countries, Nigeria 
inclusive, accountability is generally weak. Political competition and civil 
liberties are often restricted. Laws and principles of ethics in government 
are poorly developed and the legal institutions charged with enforcing 
them are ill- prepared. The paper looked into the linkages between 
corruption and economic development, and sustainability in Nigeria. 

 
2.0 CONCEPTUAL CLARIFICATIONS 

2.1 Corruption  
The word “corruption” is susceptible to varying definitions 

depending on the sense in which it is used. Corruption as a social disease, 
vice or crime is not difficult to recognize when observed faithfully. To 
define what corruption, it is important to analyze the social agents that are 
involved in the process. According to Gambetta, there are at least three 

 
7For examples, Emefiele operated 593 illegal US, UK and China foreign accounts. Available 
at www.punch.com accessed on 11 April 2025; Nigerian Looted funds of over 40 million US 
dollars were to Alhaji Atiku Abubakar, Former Vice President of Nigeria. Available at 
https://www.researchgate.net accessed 11 April, 2025; the United States repatriated over 20 
million US dollars in assets stolen by the former Head of State, Sani Abacha. Available at  
www.justice.gov. Accessed 11 April 2025, etc. 
8 SDG 2 focuses on zero hunger aimed to end hunger, achieve food security, improve 
nutrition and promote economic growth and development. 
9 SDG 9 is on industry and  innovation and infrastructure. 
10 SDG 16 aims to reduce corruption and ensures transparent decision-making. 
11 Available at https://nigeria.un.org.sdgs accessed to 7 July, 2025. 
12For examples, greed,  lack of political will,  a weak judicial and institutional system, 
inadequate structures, tribalism,etc. 

http://www.punch.com/
https://www.researchgate.net/
http://www.justice.gov/
https://nigeria.un.org.sdgs/
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agents involved in corruption. Agent, can be individual such as an 
employer or a collective body, relying on the expectation that people in 
certain positions, are bound to follow given rules; one who agrees to act 
on  behalf of the first agent, and the other whose interest are affected by 
the second agent’s actions. There are rules the second agent must obey as 
trusted by the first agent. However, the third agent wants the second agent 
to do so improperly; to abuse the second agents trust from the first in 
order to gain benefit for her.13 

The most popular and probably simplest definition of corruption 
was given by Tanzi as the abuse of public power for private benefit.14 
According to Berg, corruption is the abuse of public power for private 
benefit while the private benefit is often in the form of money or in-kind 
from client to the agent, that is called bribery.15 Corruption may involve 
cash or economic benefits, power or influence or even less tangible 
interest.16 According to Ajibola, corruption and other forms of economic 
crimes have since been on the upsurge. The alarming dimension taken by 
such crimes has not gone unnoticed. In our acquisitive society, many 
people are rated in terms of what they own and what they are. Social 
climbing based on illicit wealth is not frown at. Public office is regarded as 
a vehicle for acquiring wealth and unbridled affluence and not as a merited 
avenue for rendering invaluable service to the nation for our collective 
good.17 

According to Okonkwo,18 to corrupt in the present context is to 
deflect or to sway someone from a proper performance of his duty. It can 

 
13 D Gambetta, Corruption: An Analytical Map of Political Corruption of Transition A 
Skeptics Handbook (Central,  
    European University press, 2000) 6.  
14 V Tanzi, ‘Corruption around the World: Causes, Consequences, Scope and Cures’ (1998) 
45(4) IMF Staff Paper 559. 
15 Berg Erlend, ‘How Should Corruption be Measured? MSc Economics Extended Essay’ 
(London School of Economics & Political Science 2001) 4. 
16 Okonkwo and  Naish, Criminal Law in Nigeria (2ndEdn, Spectrum Law Books, 2005) 357. 
17 Speech at National Conference on Corruption and Economic Crimes (Federal Ministry of 
Justice, Lagos, 13-15 December 1998). 
18 ibid (n 15) 
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only also encompass bribery, fraud19, extortion20 and other forms of 
official malpractices.21 According to the Oxford Advanced Learners 
dictionary, corruption is dishonest or illegal behaviour, especially by the 
people in authority. Corruption implies illegal acquisitions while in power 
or in authority but in Nigeria, it has acquired the status of accepted way 
of life explained in the expression: “keeping body and soul together”. It is 
not seen as an abnormality.22Bairaman J. (as he then was) in Biobabaku v. 
Police23defined corruption as  receiving or offering of some benefit as a 
reward or  inducement to sway or deflect the receiver from the honest or 
impartial discharge of his duties. 

Section 2 of the Independent Corrupt Practices and other Related 
Offences Act simply states that corruption includes bribery, fraud and 
other related offences.24 On the other hand, section 115(c) (i) of the Penal 
Code provides that whoever being or expecting to be a public servant 
accepts or obtains or agrees or attempts to obtain from any person for 
himself or for any other person, any gratification whatever or reward… 
shall be punished with imprisonment for a term which may extend to 
seven years or with fine or with both.25 

2.2 Development 
 

There is no generally recognized definition of the term “development”. It 
is susceptible to varying definitions depending on the sense in which it is 
used. Indeed, the debate and discussion might never end. No longer is 
development the exclusive preserve of economists, sociologists or political 

 
19 This includes trickery, swindling and deceit, counterfeiting, racketing, smuggling and 
forgery. 
20 This is reflected as the use of coercion, violence, or threats to acquire resources. 
21EA Odike, ‘Corruption Identified as a Major Determinant of the Rule of Law in the 
Emerging Nigerian Democracy’ in UU Chukwumaeze and others, Law, social justice and 
development; A Festschrift for Professor Uba Nnabue (IMSU Press 2013) 266. 
22 USF Nnabue, ‘The Dialectics of International Development, Law and the Dilemma of 
Underdevelopment in the Developing Countries’ (paper presented at the Imo State 
University inaugural lecture, Owerri, 2012) 77. 
23 (1952) 20 N.L.R. 20. 
24 Independent Corrupt Practices and Other Related offences Act Cap C31, LFN 2004. 
25 Penal Code Cap P105, Laws of Northern Nigeria 1963. See also section 419 of the Criminal 
Code, Cap C28 Laws of the Federation of Nigeria 2004 as applicable in Southern Nigeria. 
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scientists but rather it crosses and interrelates with several disciplines.26It 
is the process through which the potentials of an object or organism are 
released until it reaches its natural, full-fledged form. It involves 
transformation, progression, metamorphosis and evolution.27On the angle 
of the economist, development is the capacity of a more or less static 
national economy to generate and sustain increase in its gross national 
product.28Development should be encouraged as a dynamic concept, 
constantly changing with indigenous conditions and circumstances 
analogical to the whole fabric of life and society. It involves trade, human 
relations, political relations; in fact, the whole broad meaning of the term.  

2.3 Economic Development  
 

Economic Development concerns the economies of those countries that 
were exploited and devastated under colonialism.29 Economic growth is a 
quantitative, sustained increase in a country’s per capita income 
accompanied by expansion in its labour force, consumption, capital and 
volume of trade. Economic Development is related to qualitative changes 
in economic wants, goods, incentives, institutions, productivity and 
knowledge.30 
 

3.0 HISTORICAL OVERVIEW OF CORRUPTION IN 
NIGERIA 

 
The genesis of corruption in Nigeria might not really be associated with a 
particular period. Nonetheless, corruption in Nigeria can be traced back 
to the colonial era when Nigerians were bribed with different foreign 
goods in exchange for local products in exchange for slaves. Aside this, 
various regimes have also been associated with certain corrupt 

 
26 ibid (n 15) 
27 ibid. 
28 MP Todaro and SC Smith, Economic Development (Pearson Education PTE Ltd 2004) 11. 
29 ibid (n 19). 
30 ML Ihingan, The Economics of Development and Planning (9th ed, Vrinda Publications 
2007) 4. 
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practices.31The system has been such that corruption is used to check 
corruption by corrupting the system all the more. The illegitimate taking 
over of government by the various military regimes via coup d’état were 
often justified by pervasive corruption. This tends to use corruptly armed 
measures to check and making the economy worse off; abolition of the 
constitution by replacing it with decrees, abuse of fundamental human 
rights, among others.32 The history of corruption in Nigeria is strongly 
rooted in the 29 years of the Military rule, out of 64 of her statehood since 
1960. It was said that successive military regimes subdued the rule of law, 
facilitated the wanton looting of the public treasury, decapitated public 
institutions and free speech and instituted a secret and opaque culture in 
the running of government business. Corruption became the dominant 
guiding principle for running affairs of state. The period witnessed a total 
reversal and destruction of every good thing in the country and indeed, 
the military took corruption to its highest levels ever.33 The kind of 
corruption Nigeria is engulfed with in this democratic dispensation is not 
the traditional valves of gift giving and tribute to leaders which often lead 
to what Brown Berger described as “polite corruption”  leading to many 
challenges being faced by the country ranging from weak and ineffective 
legal and regulatory institutional mechanisms, de-industrialization, 
compounded poverty, unemployment, human and food insecurity, among 
others leading to various protests such as ENDBADGOVERNANCE 
And ENDSARS protests respectively.  

Sadly, since the beginning of this democratic dispensation which 
began on 29th May 1999, Nigeria has witnessed series of monumental 
corruption.  One Nuhu Aliyu, a retired Deputy Inspector General of 
Police in April 2005, declared on the floor of the Senate that there is a 
brood of crooks, robbers, murderers and fraudsters in the hallowed 
chambers of the National Assembly. Senator Aliyu, the then Chairman of 
the Senate Committee on National Security and Intelligence, was specific 
about  a certain sitting senator who he said he prosecuted for fraud and 

 
31 EM Rotimi and B Obasaju, ‘Analysis of Corruption and economic Growth in Nigeria’ 
(2013) 4(4.2) Afro Asia Journal of Social Sciences 3 
www.onlineresearchjournals.com/sajoss/art/109.pdf accessed 12 November 2024. 
32ibid. 
33Rotimi and Obasaju (n 31) 3. 

https://www.google.com/search?q=https://www.onlineresearchjournals.com/sajoss/art/109.pdf
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armed robbery while he was serving in Edo/Delta axis of Nigeria as a 
police officer.34 

In Nigeria, corruption is akin to cancer. According to Charles 
Caleb Colton, “corruption is like a ball of snow; once it sets rolling, it 
must increase.”35 Also, according to Gordon Brown, a former British 
Prime Minister, who stated that “Nigeria is fantastically corrupt”. Indeed, 
this has been the Nigeria’s experience with corruption developing to such 
staggering proportions that is now not only a bane of the country, but has 
largely defined present and past efforts to stem it. The position now is that 
anyone hoping todo any kind of business with the Nigerian bureaucracy 
must take it into account. The situation is bad that even some government 
officials are alleged to bride one another to get government business done, 
just like the Humanitarian Affairs Ministry under the leadership of former 
Minister, Mrs. Betty Edu, before she was sacked by the President Bola 
Tinubu.    But in the political arena, Nigeria has found it difficult to prove 
corruption but also it is impossible to prove its absence. There are 
indications that many Nigerians, some of which are politicians, retired 
civil servants, judicial officers and a few generals in the military, have 
engaged in corrupt practices. Politicians are often placed in apparently 
compromising positions because of their campaigns. But, in reality, for 
rigging elections, they appear sometimes to be acting in the interest of 
those parties that sponsored them, but mostly they are driven by personal 
aggrandizement. 

For most part, corruption has bedeviled Nigeria’s political scene 
encompassing officials such as embezzlement and nepotism as well as 
abuses linking public and private sectors such as bribery, extortion, 
influence peddling and fraud. In Nigeria, it is the wrong people that get 
into position to influence and merit. For this reason, the question that 
Nigerians should be asking is not who amongst the elite class is corrupt 
but who is not corrupt?36This is evident from the way many Nigerians 
today seem to live above their visible legitimate incomes. Otherwise, how 

 
34ibid, no.47. 
35EO Sam, ‘How to tackle Corruption Effectively in Nigeria’ available at 
http//www.gamji.com/article4000/news4930.htm accessed on 12 November, 2024. 
36ibid. 
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does one explain the sources for the financing of those luxurious palatial 
stately mansions that has mushroomed in many Nigerian cities, towns and 
even villages, not to speak of the sumptuously lavish social parties and very 
expensive top-end luxury cars put on display by a large number of 
business men, senior public servants and military personnel, serving and 
retired. Perhaps, the real challenge with tackling corruption in Nigeria is 
that most of the corruption warriors like the policy makers, the legislators, 
the police and the judiciary are themselves not exactly clean. These are the 
realities that have stared past and present Nigerian leaders on the face as 
they moan about corruption and pretend to fight it.37 

 
4.0 FORMS OF CORRUPTION IN NIGERIA 

 
1. Bureaucratic corruption:  This occurs when public sector procedures 
become illegal or inappropriate or when unelected public officials use their 
positions to obtain unmerited favours either from members of the public 
or from public funds under their control38. The ongoing pension scam, and 
police pension fraud, where civil servants connived to defraud the pension 
board and the police pension fund of huge sum of money running into 
billions of naira are good examples of bureaucratic corruption.Again, the 
indictment of the Director General of Nigerian Communication 
Commission for deliberately withholding insurance of operating license 
to Nigeria Communication Satellite Limited (NIGCOMSAT) even when 
the President had given the necessary approvals is indicative of 
bureaucratic corruption.39Bureaucratic corruption could be in form of 
kickback for all manner of services. It could be in form of collusion, 
procurement fraud, nepotism and favouritism by the civil servants. This 
act lowers the standard of public service and undermines the right of 
citizens at the receiving end of such service. For example, if one is 
compelled by a civil servant to pay for a service that is free, while others 

 
37 ibid. 
38AM Odey, ‘The Effect of Corruption on Good Governance in Nigeria’, available at 
wwew.isdnet.com. Accessed on 12 November 2024. 
39ibid (n 20) 275. 
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do not for a reason or by strong refusal, such a compulsion amounts to 
extortion, discrimination and a violation of a right to be treated equally.40 

2. Economic corruption: This basically involves all unethical and 
unlawful acts of persons or institutions which adversely affect the 
production and consumption of services, money supply and the rights of 
individuals.41Those who benefit from economic corruption are possibly 
the few individuals who are involved in the act while the country in general 
and the ordinary citizens in particular are made to be at the receiving end. 
For example, a six-month old baby’s name was found in the payroll of 
Ibaji Local Government Education Authority in Kogi State.42 The 
inclusion of such a name amounts to economic corruption in the sense that 
it provides a conduit pipe for money to be siphoned from government 
treasury. Also, this indirectly affects individual’s right to adequate 
opportunities to secure suitable employment.43 

3. Judicial corruption: This form of corruption is usually perpetrated by 
judicial officers and their supporting staff such as clerks, bailiffs and 
registrars.44 They perpetuate this kind of corruption by demanding and 
receiving bribe to do their lawful duties or grant unmerited favours such 
as frivolous applications and all other forms of unethical services 
associated with justice delivery.45 Factors which encourage judicial 
corruption include illegal incentives from the political class, abuse of use 
of discretionary powers, low pay, lack of transparency and culture of 
impunity in  several decisions and rulings delivered by the courts.46 

4. Electoral corruption: This category of corruption includes the rigging 
of elections and other frauds in the electoral process. It includes the 
promise of an office, special favours, coercion, intimidation and 
interference with the freedom of election, such as manipulations of the 
BIVAS and IREV, votes buying, disenfranchisement, snatching of ballot 

 
40ibid, p275. 
41ibid, p276. 
42Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999 as amended, s.17(3)(a). 
43ibid, s.14(2)(b). 
44Accessed at http://judicature.duke.edu accessed 11 April, 2025. 
45ibid, no.36. 
46http://en.wikipedia.org accessed 11 April, 2025. 

http://judicature.duke.edu/
http://en.wikipedia.org/
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boxes, victimization and maiming, mutilation of election results in favour 
of losers and votes turn up in area where votes were not cast.47 

5. Administrative corruption: This includes giving money to persons in 
higher authorities in various government institutions and parastatals. For 
example, if we give money, then, we get any difficult thing easily. When 
you give money, there is no need to visit the office. By bribing, a blind and 
handicap can also get a driving license.  In hospital, court and other 
government offices, everywhere you have to give money for any kind of 
service rendered.48 

6. Systemic corruption: This occurs where corruption is an integral and 
essential aspect of the economic, social and political system, when it is 
embedded in a wider situation that helps sustain it.49 Systemic corruption 
is not a special category of corrupt practices, but a situation in which the 
major institutions and processes of the state are routinely dominated and 
used by corrupt individuals and groups, and in which most people have 
no alternatives to dealing with corrupt officials. Corruption in Nigeria can 
be classified as a classic case of systemic corruption as it transcends nearly 
every stratum of Nigerian society. Corruption in Nigeria is institutional, 
endemic, pandemic and therefore systemic. The systemic aspect is evident 
from the fact that corruption pervades the entire society and has become 
as reutilized and accepted as a means of conducting everyday transaction, 
that many people have few practical alternatives to dealing corrupt 
officials.50 
 
7. Political corruption:  This is a general term for the misuse of a public 
position of trust for private gain. Political corruption therefore is 
corruption perpetrated by political office holders in a given society and 
not necessary for the good of the citizens, but the private interest of those 
involved or the interest of their political party. Political corruption could 

 
47 This has hindered economic growth, distorting resource allocation, undermining public 
trust, and discouraging investment, both foreign and domestic. 
48Sahil Prajapati, ‘Types of corruption’ www.indiastudychannel.com/resources/138785 
accessed 12 November 2024. 
49 B Elaine, ‘Corruption’ <Elaine.ie/2019/07/31/definitions-and-types-of-corruption/> 
accessed 12 November 2024. 
50 CKOKorie, Corruption (Imo State University Press 2015) 93–94. 

https://www.google.com/search?q=https://www.indiastudychannel.com/resources/138785
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be in form of political assassination, manipulation of national or state laws 
in other to gain political advantage or ascendency. Tied to the above, all 
forms of executive disobedience and sustaining power constitute political 
corruption.51 

These types of corrupt practices are very common and widespread, to the 
extent that it is now seen as an acceptable norms and culture in the 
Nigerian state. 

 
5.0 CAUSES OF CORRUPTION IN NIGERIA 

 
It is necessary to observe that apart from the quality or lack of people 
running the Nigeria economic spheres, below are some systemic 
conditions in the Nigerian polity that promote corruption. The following 
are identified as causes of corruption: 

1. Lack of security: The manner in which some governments have 
adopted to fight corruption encourages rather than eliminate 
corruption. For instance, in Nigeria, more than one thousand civil 
servants lost their jobs without any benefit in the military Putsch of 
1976. Some lost properties in addition.52 Further, the Nigerian Police 
force is believed to be one of the most corrupt institution in Nigeria 
and the reason for this not farfetched. This is the only institution in 
Nigeria where corrupt activities are carried out in the open without 
any sense of decency or fear virtually all our road are blocked by the 
police, collecting money from motorists, bribery, abuse of power, 
embezzlement and financial mismanagement, involving in heinous 
crime meant to be prevented, etc . Perhaps, one of the major causes 
of this ugly development is lack of job security. A situation where a 
constable goes home at the end of the month with a salary not 
sufficient to pay a term’s school fees in any private school in Nigeria, 

 
51EA Odike, ‘Corruption Identified as a Major Determinant of the Rule in the Emerging 
Nigerian Democracy’ available at www.indiastudychannel.com/resources/138785> accessed 
12 November, 2024. 
52UU Chukwumaeze, ‘Law on Corruption and Economic Development in Nigeria’ being a 
paper delivered at the Abia State University, Uturu on 20th day of July, 2005. 

http://www.indiastudychannel.com/resources/138785
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this being the case, the only option left for survival is to embark on 
corrupt practices. 
War, in most of African nations, is one of the major causes of lack 
security of employment. This situation exposes one to corrupt 
activities, bearing in mind that existence must continue 
notwithstanding the situation. 
 

2. Poverty: This is one of the causes of corruption. Virtually all African 
nations are bedevilled by poverty. Nigeria, for instance, is blessed 
with both human and natural resources, yet poverty is running 
virtually in the blood stream of her citizens. Many Nigerians are 
unemployed. Majority are living below poverty line.53  With an 
environment like this, an opportunity to make a few cash through 
corruption will be most welcomed. Thus, one, no most principled he 
or she may be, will be tempted to engage in corrupt activities to see 
that ends meet. It requires a miracle for one to resist such temptation. 
 

3. Illiteracy:Illiteracy is a significant contributory factor to the growth 
of corruption in many countries. Education creates a value infused 
mind, a mind imbued with necessary courage to fight for liberty. It 
makes people easier to be ruled, but difficult to enslave. It assists 
people and government to appreciate the fundamental trust that 
human right is interconnected with freedom and democracy thereby 
generates the capacity for economic and social progress.54When the 
majority of people are illiterates, a conducive atmosphere for 
unbridled corruption is present, as many would not be in position to 
know their rights and appreciate the system. The concerned officers 
exploit the situation by extorting money from the unsuspecting and 
ignorant members of the public.55 

It is pertinent to note that causes of corruption are numerous and it 
will not be possible to enumerate all of them, but suffice it to point 
out that the Federal Ministry of Finance in Nigeria carried 

 
53ibid. 
54ibid. 
55 Okorie, opcit.12. 
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outaresearch and listed the following as other causes of corruption, 
that is to say:56 

i. Lack of transparent and accountable political process; 
ii. Lack of effective incentive mechanism for public officials, 

such as lack of meritocracy; 
iii. Lack of effective corruption reporting system; 
iv. Lack of independent and effective judiciary; 
v. Poor economic policies, such as privatization; and  

vi. Lack of independent and effective media. 
From the foregoing, one point is fundamental and certain, that is 

to say, that the causes of corruption are socio-economic factors 
environmentally induced. 

 

6.0  GAPS IN EXISTING LAWS TO COMBAT 
CORRUPTION IN NIGERIA 

            
Combating corruption underpins all efforts to have the sustainable 
development goals. SDG 16 specifically acknowledges the importance of 
anti-corruption as an institution through target 16.5, which aims to 
substantially reduce corruption and bribery in all their forms, ensures 
transparent decision-making, enables staff development awareness of 
professional responsibilities, among others.57  

There have been lots of anti-corruption crusades in Nigeria over 
the years targeted to stem the spread of corruption, but despite the 
establishment of these anti-corruption agencies58 and legislations59, among 
other legal instruments, to combat this cankerworm, corruption has 
continued to weaken institutions, discourage investments and retard 
economic growth and development.60 This is because these existing laws 
do not really incorporate or integrate the core principles of the relevant 

 
56ibid, 21. 
57 Available at https.//doi.org/10.18356/9f65dc4-en. Accessed 7 July 2025. 
58Such as the Independent Corrupt Practices and other Related Offences Commission and 
Economic Financial Crimes Commission. 
59ICPC Act, Laws of the Federation of Nigeria, 2000, EFCC Act, Laws of the Federation of 
Nigeria, 2004 and Money Laundering (Prevention and Prohibition) Act 2022.  
60 Ibid, no.5. 
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sustainable development goals in their various statute books. Also, where 
incorporated or integrated, these institutions lack wherewithal to fight 
corruption or corrupt officials because they depend majorly on the same 
officials for sustainability either by way of funding or enforcement of the 
provisions of their statute books. These gaps will be filled by making 
necessary recommendations to enhance fight against corruption in 
Nigeria.   

7.0 IMPACT OF CORRUPTION ON ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY IN 

NIGERIA 
 

Corruption is an affront to economic development and sustainability. It 
causes significant negative impact on a nation’s economic and adversely 
affects the general well-being of its members or citizens. There is 
increasing recognition that corruption has substantial adverse effects on 
economic development and sustainability. Former President Olusegun 
Obasanjo was of the opinion when he said:  

Corruption is a cankerworm that has eaten deep into the fabric of 
the society at all levels. It has caused decay and dereliction of the 
infrastructure of government and society in physical, social and 
human nature of government and society in physical, social and 
human terms. With corruption, there can be no sustainable 
development or politically stability.61 
 
Corruption as economic and financial crime in Nigeria is deep-

rooted, widespread and systemic. It constitutes the greatest obstacles to 
socio-economic cum political development of Nigeria. This is because 
corruption has all the potentials to thwart current Nigeria recovery 
efforts.62 

Any society faced with the challenges of corruption will continue 
to find ways to break the circle. The effects of corruption on a nation’s 

 
61EAOdike, ‘Corruption identified as a Major Determinant of the Rule of Law in the 
Emerging Nigerian Democracy’ in UU Chukwumaeze and others, (n 21) 280. 
62ibid. 
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socio-political and economic development are myriad, the negative effect, 
such as inequitable income distribution, warped consumption pattern, 
negative impact on investment, adverse effect on the government budget, 
social costs, subsidized goods and black markets, negative impact on 
economic reforms, impair economic growth as it is among other things 
reduces public spending on education.63 The effect of corruption on 
education comes from the fact that the government officials would shift 
government expenditures to areas in which they can collect bribes easily.64 
In addition, poverty and income inequalities are tied to corruption. 
Development projects are often made unnecessarily complex in Nigeria to 
justify the corrupt and huge expense on it.65  Despite the immoral aspect 
and pernicious effects of corruption, some scholars have argued that 
corruption can be beneficial to political development and political 
modernization.66 

Political modernization or development means growth in the 
capacity of a society’s governmental structures and process to maintain 
their legitimacy over time by contributing to economic development, 
national integration and administrative capacity and so on.67 In addition, 
corruption may help argued that the vast gap between literate official and 
illiterate peasant which is often characteristic of the countryside may be 
bridged if the peasant approaches the official bearing traditional gift and 
their money equivalent.68 These observations are common occurrence in 
Nigeria. Any right-thinking person in Nigeria where ubiquitous 
corruption has reneged the society will find it impossible to agree that 
corruption is beneficial, no matter how plausible it may be. 

Be that as it may, many laws are already put in place to fight 
corruption in Nigeria yet, it still persists but each society should focus on 
concrete actions that can yield measurable results. Above all, Nigeria 

 
63VE Duke, Democracy and Political Life in Nigeria (Zaria: Ahmadu Bello University Press, 
2001) p. 162. 
64ibid, p103. 
65ibid. 
66Klitgard Robert, Controlling Corruption (University of California Press, 2004) p.7. 
67ibid, 7. 
68ibid, 13. 
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cannot be seen as secure and free until the people’s human rights are 
respected and protected by the government. 

 

8.0  RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
1.There is need to strengthen anti-corruption and law enforcement 
agencies. This can be achieved through capacity building in the areas of 
investigation and prosecution, infrastructure funding, etc. Government 
must be willing to commit adequate resources to fund and operate the 
agencies and make them truly independent to withstand the opposing 
forces of the corrupt elements in the country. 
2. There is need for integration of the core principles of the relevant 
sustainable development goals into the anti-corruption laws and provide 
effective independent enforcement mechanisms, to deal decisively with 
erring corrupt officials found to have contravened the extant laws.  
3. Nigeria has to determine its own priorities on the war against 
corruption. It should focus on concrete actions that can yield measurable 
results to aid economic development. Nigeria’s leaders must demonstrate 
the willingness to tackle and punish corrupt officials and citizens as well 
as create a conducive economic climate that would raise the standard of 
living of the citizenry. 

4. Government should adopt people-oriented economic policies to 
eradicate or reduce poverty. There is need to strengthen budget and fiscal 
transparency and non-interference of government on the mandate given 
to the anti-corruption agencies so as to make them effective. 

5. There is need to enhance international cooperation and partnerships in 
bringing corrupt actors to justice. Nigeria’s present political system 
requires restructuring because it is modelled to enhance or equip corrupt 
practices by the elected political office holders. There is need for 
enlightenment in discouraging excessive materialism and culture of ‘get 
rich quick’, employment for the teeming youths and incorporation of 
human rights and development perspectives into anti-corruption policies. 

6. There is need to restructure our current political system because it is 
modelled to enhance or equip corrupt practices by the elected political 
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office holders. There is need to enlightenment in discouraging excessive 
materialism and culture of ‘get rich quick’, employment for the teeming 
youths and incorporation of human rights and development perspectives 
into anti-corruption policies. 

7. Finally, good governance, transparency, accountability and the rule of 
law are the keys to tackling corruption in the society. Corrupt leaders 
cannot wage an effective war against corruption. 

9.0  CONCLUSION 
 

Corruption is a serious impediment to sustainable economic development 
especially in developing countries. It is not only prevalent in Nigeria. 
Many laws have already been enacted to fight corruption in Nigeria but 
what is important now as Peter Eligen has noted is “the political will to 
fight corruption at home….”Above all, Nigeria cannot be seen as secure 
and free until the peoples’ human rights are respected and protected by the 
government. It is so sad to note that no matter how beautifully conceived 
policies are in Nigeria, its execution is always poorly done. Corruption 
has become such a monster in Nigeria. No doubt, corruption thrives 
where it is tolerated and where the possibility of detection and consequent 
punishment is slim. It is perhaps very clear from the discussion so far that 
there is no better world until there are better persons in it. Consequently, 
it is difficult to dissociate corruption from governance and economic 
policy of the present government. The war against corruption in a 
deregulated economy like ours can only be owned if there is a political will 
to combat it headlong. The ethical responsibility of all to be transparent 
and accountable cannot be over emphasized. The earlier the citizens accept 
the fact that we are all entrusted with the responsibility of ensuring the 
survival of the state, either as leaders or as subjects, each playing his or her 
roles and enjoying the benefits and privileges as well, the better for Nigeria 
as a country, its democratic drive, economic development and 
sustainability.  

  


